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CHAPTER 213
POLICE AND FIRE FIGHTING SERVICE
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213.01 Fire fighters’ association; powers; military thereofshall call a meeting of the company forthwithwdtich
duty. (1) The Wisconsin State Fire Fighters’ Associatiogar provisionshall be made for the disposal of its real and personal
nizedunder the laws of this state is continued, with all of its-povproperty;and the powers of the trusteéen in ofice shall con
ersand privileges; and any person having served for the termtiolue for such purpose and settling up its businefssraf
7 years in any company belonging to the association shall be o
exemptfrom military duty except in case of insurrectioniova:  213.05  Organization of. Any number of persons, not less
sion. than 15, not residing in any city or village maygamize a fire

(2) No engine company ofindependent hose Cc,rm)anyengine,hook and laddesack or other fire company for the pretec

belongingto said association shall at any time exceed 50 persof@? Of life and property in the manner prescribed in 1&1 and
andno hook and ladder compam persons. thereuporshall have all the powers of a corporation, including the

History: 1975 c. 945.91 (9) 1977 c. 3181983 a. 36242 powersrespecting real estate under these statutes necessary or
properto accomplishthe purposes prescribed by its articles of

213.02 Trustees; their powers. The members of any fire organizationand shall bgoverned by all the provisions of these
engine,hook and laddesack or other fire company @my city or  statutesapplicable thereto.
village which shall have been duly gamized and shall have IiabCilri?ss—reference: See s102.07(7) for provision as to workés compensation
electedsuch oficers as they are by law requireddo, and whose See{mte 0 19.81, citing 66 AttySen. 13.
organizatiorand electiorof officers shall have been confirmed or piscussiorof whether private sector fire department may be transformed into pub
sanctionedy the common council of sucity or board of trustees lic department upon reaching a certain level of governmental involve8@tity.
of such village, maywhen assembled at their uspkice of meet Gen.61
ing and according to the rules of such compatect annually not
lessthan three nomore than nine trustees to take geaof the
estateand property of such compam@and transact all business-rel

ativeto the investment, care and disposal thereof; they may h‘w%\ttend any fire within three—quarters of a mile fromltiwation

acommonseal and alter the same at pleasure, and may take RS engine or truck house such corporation shall forfeit the sum
sessiorof, and, pursuant to the rules and regulations of such cofy (‘;jfty dollars

pany,may manage, control, purchase, take, receive, recover an

hold, sell, conveymortgage, demise, lease and improve all the|3 o7 Reports; exemptions. The secretary of each such
propertyof such companyincluding all burial places belonging corporationshall, within ten days after the election oficdrs in
thereto,erect and put in repair all buildings necessary themfiol  eachyear deliver to the town clerk geport giving the names of
may sue and be sued in all matters pertaining to such property gl oficers elected for the ensuing year and the names of all the
the debts, claims, demands almbilities of such company; and active members afuchcorporation at the date of such election.
thename in which they shall sue or be sued shall be the “trust@g town clerk shall file the same in the clerkfice, andwhen

of ...." (name the company of which they &restees). And all real yequired give a receipt therefolEach and every member of such
estateor other property that has been or nheyeafter be con corporationso reported shall be exemptédm military duty
veyedby devise, gift, grant, purchase or otherwise to such cogyceptin case of warinvasion or insurrection; and such corpora
panyor to any person as trustee for the use thereof shall vesfigh and each of the active members thereof shall have and be
themas fully as if originally conveyed to them, asthll be held enptjtiedto all thebenefits conferred upon fire companies and the
by them and their successors in trust for such comjamgubject memberghereof by any general law of the state. Any such secre
to be managed, improved, leasednveyed and disposed of agary who shall falsely report to the town clerk that any person is
aboveprovided. amember of any such corporation for the purpose of getting the

. . personthe benefits conferred in thégction shall forfeit for each
213.03 Term; vacancies. Such trustees shall hold the'rguchoffense twenty—five dollars.

officesfor one year and until their successors are elected, but Mayisiory: 1991 a. 316

beremoved aany time by such company for cause, after having

hadan opportunity to be heard in defense; and every vacancy rdd3.08 What is a fire department. One such fire company

befilled for the residue of the term. Any two may call a meetingr more, with not less than 30 active members, haaingast one

of thetrustees and a majorjtppeing convened according to thegoodfire engine and not less than 500 feet of sound hose kept in

bylawsof such companymay transact any business authorized t@n engine houséit and ready at all times for actual service, and

bedone by them. onesuch hook and ladder company or more, with not less than 15
activemembers and equipped with at least one good hook and lad

213.04 Fire companies, how disbanded. The common dertruck, both located not more than one mile apart in the same

council of any city or the board of trustees of any villageslhich  town, shall constitute a fire department. The members of such

any such company may be located shall have poweliistsand companiesnay meet and elect one of their members chief of such

any suchcompany for misconduct or when they deem proper; afice department, who shall hold thefioé for one year and until

wheneverany such company shall be so disbanded the forensmauccessor is elected; thkief shall have control of such cem

213.06 Purposes of. The purposes and objects of such cor
porationshall be to aid and assist in the extinguishment of fires at
or near the place of its location, and farefusal, when notified,
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paniesand they shall obey the chigforders at all times; and the (5) Thecontrol and disposal of the fungspperty and estate
chief shall also have all the powers and privileges and be subjantithe direction and management of all the concerns of sueh cor
to the samepenalties as fire wardens of incorporated villaggsoration, under such directions and restrictions as nhay
under ch.61. imposedby the bylaws thereof, shall be vested in a boatdiet

History: 1991 a. 316 eesto consist of a president, vice president, treassearetary

. . . and executive committee of three, who shall be elected at such

213.095 Police power of fire chief, rescue squads. The  time and place and by such membefghe corporation as shall
chief, chief engineer assistant engingecaptain, lieutenant, py the phylaws thereof be entitled to vote at such election. Tie of
executiveofficer or other person in clge of any volunteer fire carsso elected shall hold theiespective dices for one year
companyassociation, fire district, or any otheganization oga-  njessthe bylawsprovide otherwise, and until their successors are
nizedor created for the purpose of extinguishing fires prEl  g|ectedand qualified; and suatorporation may elect or appoint
ventingfire hazards, or first aid calls involving either persons sy chother oficers and for such term as its bylaws may prescribe.
property,shall have authority to suppress any tumult or disordghe officers of such corporation shajive bonds for the faithful
andto order allindividuals or companies to leave the neighboherformanceof their respective duties when required so to do by
hoodof any fire or first aid scene, and to command from the *nhﬁ?ﬁelaws thereof. No person shall be elected to or holchéing
itantsof the city or town all needful assistance for the suppressipngych corporation unless the person is in the active employment
of firesand in the preservation of property exposed to fire; fite ofyf the fire department of the city to which this section becomes
cersabove enumerated shall also have authority to go upon ctive,and if the persos’employment with such city shall be
enterany property or premises and to do whatever may reasona) Pminated while holding the fige of trusteeor any other dice
be necessary in the performance of their duties while engagegyinsychcorporation, the persaiterm of diice shali thereupon be
thework of extinguishing any firer performing any duties inci  terminated andthe members of such corporation as shall, by the
dentalthereto. Such éters shall also have authority go upon  pyjawsthereof, be entitled to vote, shall forthwith elect a succes
andenter any propertgr premises and do whatever may reasogq,
ably be necessary in the performance of their duties while engage .
in the work of aiding persons or minimizing the loss to proper%ggégtggpbﬁfaer?nga:;Lrjlit:?sr (t); :qur%/ef#bcgrsc %;a?}reagg?pggﬁ or;:?r

ata first aid scene.
! I (7) For purposes of this sectiofsnembers of the paid fire

213.10 Fire fighters relief association. (1) Themembers department”means all fire department personnel whre

of the paid fire department in any city heretofordiereafter ga- €ngagedn the duties of fire fighting, fire fighting training and
nized,who comply with the constitution and bylaws of the assodiirectly related skillsjncluding fire prevention, investigation and
ation hereinafter mentioned, are constituted a body corporatelfigPection. All other members of such department shall have the
suchcity under the name of “The Fire Fighters Relief Associatid?Ption of joining such association upon commencement of their
of the City of ....,” for the purpose of giving relief to the sick an8mploymentwith such department; arsich employes, together
disabledmembers of such associatiand their families and to With others who are transferreddoare, on March 27, 1969, per
suchother persons ahke constitution and bylaws of such associdorming duties other than fire fighting, fire fighting training and
tion may provide. Provided, that where a member in good _sta,gi(grectly.related sklllsmcludlng fire prevention, investigation anq
ing at the time of the membsrdeath leaves no one entitled tdnspectionshallhave the option of continuing their membership
relief under the constitution and bylaws of said association, sugrsuch association.

boardis empowered to pay the expenses oflése iliness and ~ History: 1983 a. 2421991 a. 316

funeralcosts of said deceased membier amount to be paleere N . —
underto be limited toa sum to be fixed by the constitution and+3-105 State fire fighters memorial. The State Fire Fight
ersMemorial, located in the citgf Wisconsin Rapids, is desig

bylazwsl(r)]fcs:Sl(; Zisoﬁ]lztrlr?t:]e'r of the fire fighters relief associati natedthe oficial memorial to honor all fire fightersf this state
@) y 9 Qho have given their lives in the public service.

shallcease to be a member of such fire department after a peri story: 1995 a, 217
of ten consecutive years of service therein, thamber shall be ’ T
entitledto allthe advantages and benefits of the fire fighters religf 3 106~ State police and fire fighters hall of fame. The

associatioras long as that member pays dues and complies Wil Firehouse Police anBiire Museum, located in the city of
therules, regulations and bylaws of the same; provided, that afiyperior,is designated the fidial hall of fame to honor police

memberof such fire department who shall, aty time, before officersand fire fighters ofhis state for their dedicated public-ser
having served ten years adoresaid, be retired on a pension byjjce.

reasorof permanent disabilitgue to injuries stéred while inthe  History: 1995 a. 217
performanceof duties as such member who shall have been
granteda duty disability for injuries sdiéred in like manner and 213.11 Police relief association. (1) The members of the
whoseactual term of service together with the period of time whilgaid police department in any city heretofore or hereaftga-or
on duty disability shall bring that membsrperiod of service to nized,who comply with the constitution and bylaws of the associ
tenyears in such department, shall be entitled to atthvantages ation hereinafter mentioned, are constituted a body corporate in
andbenefits of such association as long as that member pays dughcity under the name of “The Policemen Rekafsociation
andcomplies with the rules, regulations and bylafisuch asso  of the City of ....,” for the purpose of giving relief to the sick and
ciation. disabledmembers of such associatiand their families and to

(3) Eachperson on becoming a member of said fire depaguchother persons dke constitution and bylaws of such associa
mentshall be required to pay an initiation feet exceeding fifty tion may provide. Provided, that where a member in good stand
dollarsand annuatiues so long as the person remains a membiaig at the time of the memberdeath leaves no one entitled to
andthat persorshall be considered to become a member when thelief under the constitution and bylaws of said association, such
person’sname is placed on the payroll of such department. boardis empowered to pay the expenses oflés illness and

(4) Every such association shall have all of the usual powdggieralcosts of said deceased membe amount to be paftere
of a corporation necessary and proper for the purpose ofjds orunderto be |.Iml'[ed tqa sum to be fixed by the constitution and
nization,and may take by gift, grant purchase, real and personabylawsof said association.
estateand hold, enjoylease, convey ardispose of the same sub  (2) In case any member of the policemen relief association
ject to its bylaws and regulations; and all such property and thleall cease to act with the police department of which that person
rents,issues and profits thereof shall be devoted solely to the pnasbeen a membeafter five years of service, the person shall
posesand objects of such corporation. continueto enjoy all the advantages and benefits of the association
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aslong as the person complies with the rules, regulations amersof such corporation as shall, by the bylaws thereof, be entitled
bylawsof thesame and pays dues, unless the connection of stglvote, shall forthwith elect that persersuccessor

personwith said department was discontinued for the good of the (6) The board of trustees of any such corporation may pur
service; provided,that all persons becoming members of suathasegroup life insurance for the members of the corporation.
policemenrelief association on and after the first dayMdy, History: 1981 c. 39G.252 1991 a. 316

1899, shall not be entitled to any of the advantages and benefits ) )

of such association from and after the time when they cease t@¢ha-12 Pay. The common council of any city atte board of
activemembers of such police department of any city aforesalft/Steef any village which shall own a fire engine shall annually
unlesssuch member ceases to be active by reason of haeerg P2y to each active fire fighter belonging oy fire or hook and

retiredfrom active service on a pension or annuity laddercompany cganized by authoritpf such city or village
(3) Eachperson becoming member of such police depart suchsum as such common council or board of trustees shall deem

mentafter this section comes into force afibct in any city in areasonable compensation for the services of such fire fighter

. L . History: 1983 a. 242
this state shall, within ongear after becoming a member of such
departmentbe required to joilsuch association and to pay an ini213.13 Rest days for fire fighters. The common council or
tiation fee not exceeding fifty dollars and annual dues so &snggoverningbody of every city having a paid fire department shall
the person remains a member providefor, and the chief engineer of the department shall assign

(4) Every such association shall have all of the usual powd#s each fire fighter in the service of the city full rest days as fol
of a corporation necessary and proper for the purpose ofs ofows: In cities of the first class, orfall rest day of twenty—four
nizationand may take by gift, grant or purchase, real and persof@nsecutivehours during each seventy-two hoursgities of the
estateand hold, enjoylease, convey ardispose of the same sub Secondand third classesne full rest day of twenty—four consecu
jectto its bylaws and regulations; and all such property and tH¢e hours during each ninety-six hours; in cities of the fourth
rents,issues and profits thereof shall be devoted solely to the pghass,one full rest day of twenty—four consecutive hours during
posesand objects of such corporation. eachone hundred ansixty—eight hours, except in cases of posi

(5) Thecontrol and disposal of the fungsoperty and estate tive necessity by some sudden and serious fire, accident or other

P ril, which, in the judgment of the chief enginear other ofi-
andthe direction and management of all the concerns of such d%(?asin chage, demands that such day of rest be not given at such

poration, under such direction and restrictions as may be impc@%
. g e, but arrangements shakt made so that each full rest day may
by the bylaws thereof, shall be vested in a board of trustees-to %had at such time or times as will not impaireffigiency of the

sistof a president, vice president, treasusecretary and execu e X -
. : | ' .department. The provisions thiis section shall not apply to cities
tive committee of three, who shall be elected annually at such t'%%ingthe two platoon or double shift.

[

andplace and by such members of the corporation as shall by
bylawsthereof be entitled to vote at such election; and sifeh
cersso elected shall holtheir respective dites for one year and 213.15 Fire hose threads and fittings to be uniform. All

until their successors are elected and qualified; and@uglora  fire hose fittings, apparatus fittings, 1 1/2 and 2 1/2 inches in-diam
tion may elect or appoint such otheficérs and for such terms aseter purchased or procured after December 29, 1963 shalthee of
its bylaws may prescribe. Thefiokrs of such corporation shall national standard hose thread as adopted by the national fire
give bonds for the faithful performance of their respectiuées protectionassociation. Any fire departmemiesently utilizing a
whenrequired so to do by the laws thereof. peyson shall be nonstandardthread size shall have a period of 5 yeficsn
electedto or hold any dice in such corporation unless that persoDecembe29, 1963 to bring all existing hose and equipment into
bein the active employmemtf the police department of the cityconformancewith the requirement that all threads shall be
to which this section becomesfestive, and if that persos’ national standard hose thread as adopted by the national fire
employmentwith such city shall be terminated while holding thgrotectionassociation.Any person déring for sale nonstandard
office of trusteeor any other dice of such corporation, that per hosecouplings, fittings or apparatus fittingster December 29,
son’s term of dfice shall thereupon be terminated, and the mem 963 may be fined not less than $100 nor more than $500.

story: 1983 a. 242
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